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On the Classification of Characters in Fiction

TAN Guanghui
( School of Chinese Languages and Literature Sichuan Normal University Chengdu Sichuan 610068 China)

Abstract: There are usually two frames to classify the characters in fiction one is the quality of char-
acters and the other is the function of characters in works. In the two main classification systems
there are more classification angles which results in no unified taxonomy standard in character clas—
sification in fictions. This paper systematically runs through the different standards and deems that
there is no unified standard in character classification. How to classify the characters depands on the
purpose of classification. The characters in modern fictions are pursuing change and independence
just like modernists and the narrative style of modern fictions. However they not only pursue but also
refuse typification which makes the character taxonomy always be an unfinished subject.
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