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Abstract

Taking the GLBT History Museum in Castro, San Francisco, as an example,
this paper investigates three issues. First, it studies how a museum aiming at
demonstrating a unified queer identity handles the contradiction and varied
extent of tough living experiences of distinct gender identity categories. Second,
based on our participation experience in the first-year exhibition of the GLBT
History Museum, it shows how queers express their identity in order to
establish a new social relationship through translating space and object of
exhibition. Third, this research concludes that for the hidden LGBT history to
be seen and told, the museum exhibition should direct the audience’s attention
to the multiplicity of human living experiences, instead of the diversity of the
gender categories of LGBT; for instance, the reinterpretation of LGBT legacy
with higher visibility as exemplified by the anecdote of Harvey Milk, which
builds up a more radical and inclusive narrative viewpoint of queer identity.
This research furthers take Queer scholar Sara Ahmed’s phenomenological
concept “orientation” as a perspective to discuss queer life: (1) the queer’s notion
on space and time, (2) how to identify queer objects in heterosexual life, and (3)
the hidden context between queer body and objects. The exhibition reveals a
transformation for a fixed framework for understanding diverse gender to a
interpretative framework for human experience that can be interpret from a

multi-identity and living perception.
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1975 - COMMUNITY
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THE CURRENT LGBT TIMELINE -poumcs
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AND STORE AND OFFER A GLIMPSE gay candidate elected to public office in San

INTO SAN FRANCISCO'S LGBT
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Cleve Jones begins the Aids Mamorial Oult project

1875 - HISTORY
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