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The Boundary of Difference or the Boundary
of Oppression?
Review on Radical Love: An Introduction to

Queer Theology by Patrick Cheng

CHEN Yin-An
Ph.D. Candidate, Theology and Religious Studies

University of Kent

Abstract

Patrick Cheng published Radical Love: An Introduction
to Queer theology in 2011. The Chinese translation, which was
published in 2016, can be seen as the first book introducing
English-speaking queer theology and LGBT theology. The
structure of the book bases on the structure of the traditional
creed, discussing from the Lord, Jesus Christ to Holy Spirit
and covering various topics of systematic theology and
sacramental theology, from the perspective of queer theology.
He argues that the core of queer theology is to show God’s
radical love is strong enough to dissolve all boundaries.
However, the review also argues that boundaries are not
necessarily negative to oppress and separate people.

Conversely, differences and diversities are shaped and
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protected by boundaries. Should queer theology, or radical
love, dissolve the boundary or cross the boundary? In this
sense, the review suggests Cheng to rethink the hermeneutics

of difference in queer theology.

Keywords: Queer Theology; Difference; Social Boundary;
Radial love
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