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Abstract

“Gay and lesbian education,” as officially translated by the Ministry of Education,
has been a part of the curriculum mandated by Taiwan’s Gender Equity Education Act
since 2004; yet, the implementation of the standard has faced strong resistance over
the years. This research used qualitative methods to examine the pedagogic strategies
and classroom experiences of nineteen secondary school educators with experience
implementing gay and lesbian education. All of the interviewed educators began
incorporating gay and lesbian education in the classroom after observing students struggle
with coming out. As they advanced their understanding through professional development,
they were able to realize their own past prejudices and reflect on existing double standards
in the treatment of LGBT+ individuals. After learning how to implement gay and lesbian
education in their own classrooms, these educators were eventually able to expand their
influence to other areas of campus. Notably, effective strategies did not always require
deliberate discussions of sexuality or gender. Ultimately, this study concludes the official

term “gay and lesbian education” is far too narrow in scope and, instead, recommends the
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standard be renamed as “LGBT+ inclusive education” to more broadly reflect the diverse

dimensions of gender.

Keywords: LGBT+ inclusive education, gender diversity, gender equity education
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